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UNRRA Reports 


The Council of the United Nations Relief and 
Rehabilitation Administration met in Montreal late 
in September. The conference was largely devoted 
to a review of the accomplishments of ten months, 
and to plans for administering relief in liberated 
areas as soon as responsibility is turned over to 
UNRRA by the military authorities. 

During the ten months since the organization was 
set up in Atlantic City, it has 1) established a secre- 
tariat of trained personnel, recruited from 20 nations; 
2) organized a training program for field workers; 
3) set up a regional office in London and a mission 
in Cairo; 4) worked with the Combined Anglo- 
American-Canadian Boards responsible for overall 
war-planning, to secure the allocation of relief sup- 
plies; 5) drafted a multilateral agreement to facilitate 
care of twenty million displaced persons; 6) operated 
eight refugee camps in North Africa; 7) laid plans 
for regional offices in Australia and Chungking. 

Looking to the immediate future, UNRRA expects 
to begin operations in the Balkan area immediately 
after its liberation, acting as agent for the Allied 
military authorities in carrying on relief in that re- 
gion. In all other areas UNRRA will go into a 
country only after a period of military occupation. 
In the case of the so-called “paying countries,” those 
with resources to finance their own relief, the primary 
job of the United Nations organizations will be one 
of technical assistance and of aid in procurement of 
supplies. In non-paying countries UNRRA expects 
to carry on the actual distribution of relief and the 
work of rehabilitation. 

The Council decided to authorize UNRRA opera- 
tions in enemy or ex-enemy countries in connection 
with the control of epidemic diseases and in the care 
of displaced persons. One resolution makes available 
a limited amount of aid to Italy, primarily in the 
form of medical supplies and aid for nursing and 
expectant mothers. 

The Director-General told the Council that current 
information from occupied Europe indicates that 
conditions are as bad or worse than had been antic- 
ipated. The fact that Allied armies invading France 
have found plenty of food in some areas is apparently 
misleading. 
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In order for UNRRA to secure allocation of any 
materials which are in short supply it must have the 
approval of the Combined Anglo-American-Cana- 
dian Boards which are ultimately responsible for 
planning, production, allocation and supply during 
the war. Spokesmen for these Boards assured the 
Montreal delegates that relief requirements would 
be given the greatest possible consideration. They 
emphasized, however, the fact that allocation of some 
supplies cannot take place until the end of the Euro- 
pean war. 

Financial contributions from member governments 
are lagging to some extent; so far only Great Britain 
and Canada have paid their obligations in full. Di- 
rector-General Lehman made a plea for the early 
discharge of this responsibility by member nations. 

The characteristic attitude of the conference 
seemed to be that the planning phase of UNRRA’s 
work is nearly completed. The time is at hand to 
get down to work on the immediate and very difh- 
cult problem of getting relief to the people who need 
it. In order to do this, UNRRA will require the 
wholehearted backing of its efforts by all its member 
governments. This support depends in turn upon 
wide public understanding of the purposes and the 
need for the organization. The speed with which 
Europe is able to start on the road to a stable economy 
largely depends upon the speed and effectiveness 
with which relief supplies are made available and 
basic industries are able to begin operation. The 
purpose of UNRRA, as Director-General Lehman 
has said so many times, is to help people to help 
themselves. 


Wase Stabilization 


‘For the past two weeks the National War Labor 
Board has listened patiently to the woes of labor 
and to the pious statements of industry on the strict 
adherence to the Little Steel Formula. It is inter- 
esting that those urging revision are in general sup- 
porters of the present administration, while approval 
for the stabilization program has been coming from 
the industrialists—the administration’s most vocifer- 
ous opponents on other issues. 

Today the Board goes into executive session to 
consider recommendations to the President on the 
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question of immediate wage adjustments, and also 
on national wage policy for the period between 
the close of the war with Germany and the war 
with Japan. It seems unlikely that action will be 
taken, however, until after the election. 

The immediate problem—that of wage adjust- 
ments to compensate for increased living costs—can 
be solved more easily than the formulation of a 
national wage pattern. The primary consideration 
for wage policy will be the economic condition of 
the country. Futures are impossible to predict; 
guesses range all the way from out-of-hand inflation 
to overwhelming deflation. Within the government 
the War Manpower Commission, the War Produc- 
tion Board, and the Bureau of Labor Statistics are 
all assembling data to indicate whether to expect 
excessive unemployment. The general feeling at 
the moment seems to be that for a four to six months 
period following the close of the war with Germany, 
contract cancellations will result in insufficient jobs. 
At the end of that period, sufficient reconversion will 
have taken place to absorb most of the displaced 
workers. 

There is fairly wide disagreement as to the effect 
of this adjustment period on the purchasing power 
of the nation. There is bound to be some decline 
in the national income at this time. Unemployment 
compensation plus accumulated savings, however, 
may mean relatively little change in consumption, 
and those workers who remain on their jobs may 
be spending more of their income on the newly 
available durable goods. 

Labor leaders have based much of their argument 
for increased wages on the need for cushioning this 
slump period. They insist that reconversion will 
not take place rapidly unless funds are available to 
purchase goods as they are produced, and that this 
is not likely to be the case under present wage 
standards. As overtime is abolished pay checks de- 
cline. Unless normal pay is supplemented by wage 
increases there will be less demand for the goods 
industry is ready to produce. As competition for 
jobs begins again, there may be a tendency to decrease 
present pay rates. 


Representatives of both the National Association 


of Manufacturers and the Chamber of Commerce 
have pointed out that breaking the Little Steel 
Formula would increase the income of only 25°/ 
of the American people. The higher prices which 
might result would penalize the other 75°%/ heavily. 


The fixed income and the white collar worker groups 
who have had no pay increases during the war period 
would suffer heavily from even the slightest increase 
in inflation, and it cannot be said that the danger 
of runaway inflation is past. The plight of profes- 
sional people immediately after the last war is a sad 
memory to many who are still on rigid pay struc- 
tures. Full community adjustment to the postwar 
period would be impossible if such a large segment 
of society were forced to bear the brunt of an in- 
creased standard of living for the few. 
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